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Good Evening, I’m so pleased to be here to help celebrate the 25th Anniversary of OASIS.   I want to thank Marylen Mann, Marcia Kerz and the OASIS Institute Board of Directors for this opportunity to participate in your celebration!  
I want to applaud and THANK ALL OF YOU so very much for your truly astounding contributions to our community – 25 years of consistent community service to promote healthier lifestyles and successful aging!  You have leveraged the best of what is possible with public private partnerships. The OASIS Institute is one of the Administration on Aging’s oldest success stories, and a catalyst of civic change.
OASIS exemplifies what is possible when private and public organizations join together for the better good.  So much is possible when the private sector has an ethic of giving back and contributing to their local communities!  Our partnership shows that great things can happen, and we are honored to have been your early partner to help OASIS and May Department Stores open the first 7 OASIS sites.  Today, the OASIS Institute can boast having to grown to 27 successful sites.  Now that’s something to celebrate.  
You’ve built chapters where volunteers and staff serve their local communities with lifelong learning and service opportunities for older adults.  You enrich the community and harness the power of older adults that enables them to make extraordinary contributions.  OASIS inspires diverse audiences of mature adults to pursue vibrant, healthy, productive and meaningful lives.  Your mission is one of compassion underscored by the application of good business practices to philanthropic endeavors.
I cannot thank you enough for your consistent and 25 year commitment of service at the local level.  I applaud the corporate supporters of OASIS, especially Macy’s, AT&T​​​​​​​​​​​​​​, Anheuser Busch, Monsanto, Emerson, and Foundations such as RWJ, Atlantic, Anthem and the Houston Endowment. 
I can only imagine what you will continue to accomplish with your vision, resources and dedication to bettering our world.  We all know that older adults have so much to share and give – life lived long is also a life capable of enriching life for others.  
From the beginning, AoA and OASIS shared the same basic vision – successful, independent community based living for older adults.  Civic engagement is good for our country, it is good for our communities and it is good for businesses.  
Volunteerism and philanthropy, when channeled with such vision and mission as you exemplify with OASIS, has an unlimited capacity to create change and transform our world.  In many ways, what we are all trying to do is to transform our world to ensure long-term living and to build bridges across all generations.
One word can speak volumes, and in our case the word EMPOWERMENT soundly represents our joint singular focus.  Our partnership has and will continue to empower everyone it touches – both those who give and those who receive.  We know that people who stay engaged in their communities feel empowered – they feel connected and that they are really accomplishing something.  I loved what you encouraged, Marylen, in the OASIS annual report – for all of us to participate in the OASIS “magnificent adventure!”
We are all on a magnificent adventure in this historic time.  Never before has there been such longevity – most of us will live very long lives.  So, how can we remain engaged, empowered and contributing?  I believe OASIS has demonstrated a way by showing how older adults can share their wisdom and experience in creative and innovative ways to make their communities better.  
I am excited about the possibilities of our continued partnership with some improvements we have made to our programs which we refer to as our Choices for Independence Initiative.  For far too long, too many of our citizens have been given only one option when they need long-term care – and that is, move into a nursing home.  For many people, this meant losing their connections to the community, being forced to spend all their savings and become totally dependent upon government programs such as Medicaid.  We know this approach doesn’t work for people, and it doesn’t work for the nation.  
Many of you in this room have been working to modernize our system of care for many years using home and community-based approaches to create more opportunities for people to remain in their own homes and communities.  You have been leading the way to give consumers more control over their lives through the use of community based, consumer directed models.  The Choices for Independence Initiative gives Americans what they want – and it builds on the best practices that YOU have been using to enhance quality long-term living.

The most visible component of our strategy to-date has been the establishment of “one stop shop” entry points to all long-term care services through Aging and Disability Resource Centers.  We are currently supporting replication in 43 states.  By empowering consumers with information, personalized assistance and streamlined access, our citizens will be better equipped to make informed decisions -- and be better able to choose alternatives that best meet their unique needs and preferences.  
In addition, to reduce unnecessary nursing home placement, we are establishing national standards to guide the development of nursing home diversion programs for the non-Medicaid population.  These standards include the use of:

· Flexible dollars, to ensure that services can be tailored to the individual needs of consumers and their family caregivers, rather than being tied to a particular service or a provider;

· Targeting criteria to ensure the program actually reaches individuals who are at risk of nursing home placement and spend-down to Medicaid;

· Giving all clients the option of using “Cash and Counseling”,  and 

· Making sure the program is used to complement and support – and not supplant -- the on-going efforts of family caregivers and the use of an individual’s personal resources.

I’m very pleased that OASIS is active in highly acclaimed evidence based programs and that OASIS sites partner with senior centers and other Aging Services Network Community organizations to keep older individuals active, informed and healthy.  Your Active Start Program received a National Award from the Department of Health and Human Services in 2006 for your excellence in promoting healthy lifestyles – and OASIS was one of only 9 organizations to receive such prestigious recognition.  As Secretary Leavitt said when he recognized OASIS:  “Active Start is an example of how health education tailored to seniors can be interesting, sustainable and effective at creating lasting behavior change.”  

OASIS is also furthering Hispanic Evidence Based Programs and how appropriate to note during Hispanic Heritage Month that OASIS’s San Antonio center is using the OASIS ExerStart for their S-E-I-N program (Seniors Involved in Exercise and Nutrition) - ExerStart is part of Active Start and at AoA we are proud to support your activities.
The AoA Evidence-based Prevention Program along with the resources provided through our Choices for Independence initiatives - which include the Aging and Disability resource Centers, the Nursing Home Diversion Initiative and other programs – involve critical partnerships between federal agencies and private foundations. We are coordinating our efforts to make a difference by EMPOWERING older individuals and their families with more choices and greater independence.
Our past and future visions for change show that we assist older people to live healthier lives and to stay involved with their communities.  We embrace the concepts of individual empowerment, independence and civic service that build bridges between public and private organizations to help make living a ‘magnificent adventure’.  
We also have the opportunity to develop new models to give older adults opportunities to significantly contribute to their communities in new creative ways.  I wonder what else we might be able to do together in this spirit of partnership.  Perhaps there are more ways to leverage our collective vision?  
I marvel at these possibilities -- and am committed to working with you -- to see how we can transform the next 25 years.  You defied conventional wisdom when you first embarked on the lofty goal to keep older adults fit and contributing to their communities.  Now with the swelling ranks of older adults, how many more adventures can we get ourselves into? 

Together we can enhance quality of life by giving people what they want – to remain vibrant and engaged in their communities.  I cannot wait!
Marylen, -- your staff, volunteers, board and all of your partners and supporters are to be congratulated for building stronger communities.  So, it is with this spirit of gratitude and hope for the future that I am honored to present you with a small token of our admiration.  

Also, I am honored to present letters of congratulation to each OASIS director for their dedication, inspiring work, and creativity on behalf of both OASIS and those we are entrusted to serve.
[PRESENTATION OF LETTERS TO OASIS DIRECTORS]
Margaret McCarthy

New York State Capital Region OASIS

Michele Boccia 

Albuquerque OASIS

Linda Kimball

Chicago OASIS

Donna Toro

Escondido OASIS

Elizabeth Schmidt

Eugene/Springfield OASIS

Marlene Matzner

Houston OASIS

Karen Holk

Hyattsville OASIS

Melony Barney

Indianapolis OASIS

Carrie Hornby

Lakewood/Long Beach OASIS

Connie Robinson

Los Angeles - Baldwin Hills OASIS

Monica Dunahee

Los Angeles-Westside OASIS

Marcy Drozdowicz and Jane Silberman

Montgomery OASIS

Gail Weisberg

Pittsburgh OASIS

Robin Costic

Portland OASIS

Priscilla Minster

Rochester OASIS

Barbara Turkington

St. Louis OASIS

Brenda Schmachtenberger

San Antonio OASIS

Harry Matheny 

San Diego OASIS

Lauren Feiglin 
Syracuse OASIS

Prindle Gorman-Oomens

Tucson OASIS
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