Social Security Letters

As your partner in educating and reaching out to people with Medicare, we want to share with you an upcoming mailing that people in your community may receive. The annual mailing of SSA outreach letters to low-income Medicare beneficiaries begins this week. These letters inform low-income Medicare beneficiaries about the Medicare Savings Programs and the extra help available for Medicare prescription drug plan costs. Approximately, 4.7 million people will be receiving a letter between May 16 and June 26 of 2007. As people with Medicare in the community may come to you for assistance, please find links to the actual letters a Medicare beneficiary with low-income may receive.  

 

Background 
Section 1144 of the Social Security Act requires SSA to notify low-income Medicare beneficiaries each year about specific programs available to assist them with their medical and prescription drug expenses. Attached are copies of the four versions of the 2007 outreach letters.

The Medicare Savings Program (MSP) provides help to Medicare beneficiaries with limited incomes.  MSP may pay for Part A and B premiums, deductibles and co-insurance.  For more detailed information about the eligibility requirements and the help available to pay for premiums, cost-sharing, and deductibles, go to http://www.cms.hhs.gov/DualEligible/ .

Below is information about the beneficiaries who will be sent the letters: 

· Mailing #SSA-L446 – Beneficiaries whose countable income appears too high for the Medicare Savings Programs but not too high for Extra Help. 
· Mailing #SSA-L447 – Beneficiaries with countable income that appears to be less than 135% of the Federal Poverty Level; the beneficiaries have Extra Help but do not have a Medicare Savings Program. 
· Mailing #SSA-L448 – Beneficiaries with countable income that appears to qualify them for Extra Help and the Medicare Savings Programs but the beneficiaries have neither. 

· Mailing #SSA-L441 - Former Disability Insurance beneficiaries who lost their free Medicare Part A because of work and who do not have Medicaid based on SSA records. SSA plans to mail letters to this fourth group in late November shortly before the Medicare General Enrollment Period. 
