Kentucky: The Book of Alzheimer’s for African American Churches
Issue this product seeks to address
Outreach to minority populations is often cited as a concern for Alzheimer’s programs. Cultural beliefs about the disease vary widely, and the traditional ‘experts’ on Alzheimer’s are not always well received in minority communities. Multiple Alzheimer’s programs have identified African American congregations as a venue for discussing Alzheimer’s in African American communities. This product seeks to provide information about Alzheimer’s to church leaders in order to open the conversation.
What this product can tell you

Specifically, this product covers the following topics in a format appropriate for church leaders:

· Background information on Alzheimer’s and dementia
· Caring for the person with dementia

· Assisting caregivers

· Dementia in the African American community

Product Organization and Unique Features

This tool is an off-the-shelf informational booklet that can be distributed to church leaders in any community. The booklet provides practical tools, such as a safety checklist and memory stimulating activity suggestions Anecdotes and photos are included throughout. This booklet is designed for an African American Christian audience.
Product Development

The product is a full-length booklet produced by the Sanders-Brown Center on Aging at the University of Kentucky, the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and the Alzheimer’s Association under the leadership of Dr. Deborah Danner, Project Director of the African-American Dementia Outreach Partnership. It was funded in part by a grant from the U.S. Administration on Aging’s  Alzheimer’s Disease Demonstration Grants to States program.  Grant Award 90AZ2693.
