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Click on the state name to be directed to the project summary.
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Arkansas Department of Human Services 
Full Project Period: 7/1/2003 to 6/30/2008
Target Population:  Rural, low-income, and ethnic minority (primarily Hispanic/Latino) populations
Project Summary: The Focus on Families project combines models of direct care for underserved populations, use of faith-based and other volunteer organizations, plus innovative methods for improving access to services, information, and supports. The goal is to focus services/support at the home and community level for people with AD/related disorders and their family caregivers, develop additional services, and make access to services easier and resource information more readily available. 

Arizona Department of Economic Security


Full Project Period: 7/1/07 to 6/30/08
Target Population:  racial/ethnic minorities, rural, limited English proficiency, persons of low-income, persons with early-onset dementia and their caregivers,   persons with developmental disabilities and dementia.

Project Summary: The Arizona Department of Economic Security is expanding culturally sensitive and linguistically appropriate programs and materials for the increasingly diverse population of persons with dementia and their caregivers. To achieve this, they ensure that consumer-directed dementia-capable care management and direct services are available and accessible as well as build the skills and cultural sensitivities of social service workers. A second goal is to improve access to dementia-capable home and community-based services at the state and local level for currently underserved populations. To do this they, they enhance awareness among the general public about Alzheimer’s disease and related forms of dementia and available services. They are also incorporating evidence-based approaches as training tools to deliver education to families.

California Department of Aging
Full Project Period: 7/1/07 to 6/30/08
Target Population:  Vietnamese and Latino families

Project Summary: The California Department of Aging is developing and expanding culturally and linguistically competent services to Vietnamese and Latino dementia-affected families in targeted Southern California areas. The project’s goal is to enhance the capacity of local health and social service providers to service Vietnamese and Latino families. The project’s objective’s include: improving statewide policies and practices in delivering culturally competent dementia care and implementing dementia training for families and professional providers. These objectives are achieved by developing sustainable community collaborations called Dementia Care Networks that: (1) assist caregiving families access services via bi-cultural, paraprofessional Care Advocates, (2) educate ethnically diverse family and professional caregivers, and (3) provide specialized training to existing Aging and Disability Resource Centers.

Colorado Board of Governors
Full Project Period: 7/1/2005 to 6/30/2008

Target Population:  Hispanic/Latino and African American populations; rural populations 
Project Summary: The goal of this project is to build on the success of the prior ADDGS project in Colorado by continuing Savvy Caregiver training and providing follow-up services to rural populations. They are conducting Alzheimer’s training targeting family caregivers of rural, Hispanic, African American, and developmentally disabled adults with dementia. Objectives include training caregivers, providing follow-up supportive services, starting new adult day care programs, promoting respite care through grants to individual families, exploring service delivery across state lines, and using a Coordination Task Force to recommend policies for streamlining service delivery. 

District of Columbia Government

Full Project Period: 7/1/07 to 6/30/08
Target Population:  African Americans

Project Summary: The District of Columbia Office on Aging (DCOA) is conducting a Family Care Program that expands and builds upon the most successful initiatives of DCOA’s 2004-2007 ADDGS program. The goal of the project is to expand access, services, support, and counseling to African American families of elders with Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias to enhance the caregiving experience. Major objectives include: (1) providing counseling and education to African American and other minority families caring for an elder with dementia through a targeted Family Care Program, (2) Expanding Sunday respite to program families, a continuation and expansion of a services begun under ADDGS 2006-2007 award, (3) expanding the option for consumer-directed home care through reimbursements to program families when they use family or friends to provide respite care, (4) providing prompt access to specialized Alzheimer’s home care using an agency model by allocating funds for service, enabling program families to bypass existing waiting lists.

Florida Department of Elder Affairs

Full Project Period: 7/1/07 to 6/30/08
Target Population: Rural, minority, and culturally diverse communities

Project Summary: The goal of the Florida Department of Elder Affairs project, Support through Alzheimer’s Relief Systems (STARS), is to increase access to services for individuals with dementia, their caregivers and families residing in traditionally underserved rural, minority and culturally diverse communities. Project objectives are to: (1) provide direct services for project clients who currently receive no or inadequate levels of services, (2) continue the development and testing of a uniform caregiver assessment and referral process (3) provide caregivers the option to control respite care services through a consumer directed care service model (4) recruit and train faith based organization volunteers to conduct community outreach activities and develop rural aging resource centers with caregiver support programs, (5)  conduct community education campaigns geared for minorities and limited English speaking dementia clients and their caregivers, (6) collaborate with the Governor’s Alzheimer’s Disease Advisory Committee in the development of an Alzheimer’s disease component in the department’s State Plan, (7) expand 24/7 crisis-intervention, information and referral telephone services.

Georgia Department of Human Resources

Full Project Period: 7/1/07 to 6/30/08
Target Population:  Persons with Alzheimer’s disease, regardless of age. Persons with Down Syndrome and Alzheimer’s disease.

Project Summary: The goal of this project is to implement and assess the impact of a care management protocol, developed by Dr. Rhonda Montgomery and colleagues at the University of Wisconsin. The objectives of this project are to:  (1) train care managers to use uniform caregiver assessment tools and implement a care management process, (2) expand the array of caregiver resources appropriate for diverse caregiver needs, (3) increase care manager knowledge of and access to enhanced caregiver services, (4) increase number of caregivers using services as recommended through care plans, (5) evaluate caregiver burden and depression, and (6) evaluate caregiver satisfaction with services.

Idaho Commission on Aging 
Full Project Period: 7/1/2004 to 6/30/2008
Target Population:  Rural and Hispanic/Latino populations
Project Summary:  The goal of Idaho’s ADDGS project is to provide a network of services and a single point of entry for people with Alzheimer’s disease and their families through the “Stand By You” Program. Supportive services include a ‘Family Advisor’ for the caregiver, monthly orientations to Alzheimer’s disease, nine-week in-depth training courses for individuals, couples and family members, and responsive paid and informal respite and companion services and dementia-specific training for providers. 
Illinois Department of Public Health
Full Project Period: 7/1/2005 to 6/30/2008
Target Population:  Rural and limited English speaking populations (primarily Arabic, Assyrian, Bosnian, Hindi, and Urdu)
Project Summary: Illinois’ ADDGS project expands upon knowledge gained from a previous grant to support persons with Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias and their family/caregivers through increased access and use of home and community-based services. Demonstration models target two diverse underserved elderly populations (rural and limited English speaking). This project provides support and training for family/caregivers; increases coordination/referrals between partners and other community-based agencies/organizations; and increases the number of persons with memory problems who receive appropriate assessment, diagnosis and treatment. 
Indiana Bureau of Aging and In-Home Services
Full Project Period: 7/1/2004 to 6/30/2008
Target Population:  Rural communities
Project Summary: Indiana’s ADDGS project enhances support for caregivers of persons with Alzheimer’s disease. One objective of this project is to expand the video monitoring technology that allows caregivers to monitor persons with Alzheimer’s disease through video cameras and computer software from an off-site location. The Powerful Tools Training that “trains the trainer” is offered statewide to Area Agency on Aging and state staff. Caregivers are learning how to take care of themselves by accessing community services. Development of a Volunteer Respite Program that targets Alzheimer’s caregivers is further increasing the support tools available. A volunteer coordinator is recruiting community help to provide respite care. The availability of these support programs will enhance the support statewide for the caregiver.

Iowa Department of Elder Affairs

Full Project Period: 7/1/07 to 6/30/08
Target Population:  Rural and minority (particularly Hispanic/Latino) populations; persons of low income.
Project Summary: The goal of this initiative is to expand the provision, the access, and the coordination of the delivery of information and direct services to adults with Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias (ADRD) in the state of Iowa. The intervention focuses on the education of consumers, family caregivers, direct care workers, professionals in Iowa’s aging network, and others regarding ADRD. The objectives are: (1) to provide consumer directed services to rural and minority seniors experiencing dementia, (2) to increase the skill sets of direct care workers, caregivers and professionals regarding both the available menu of consumer directed home and community based services and the most effective methodologies in the treatment and diagnosis of adults experiencing dementia via Iowa’s web based Aging and Disability Resource Center and the Iowa Department of Elder Affairs Case Management Program for Frail Elders, (3) to increase the access of legal services and substitute decision making to adults experiencing dementia and their caregivers.

Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services

Full Project Period: 7/1/07 to 6/30/08
Target Population:  African Americans

Project Summary: The Kentucky Department for Aging and Independent Living is developing a multi-focal approach to improve the quality of services and supports for individuals and their caregivers living with Alzheimer’s disease. First, DAIL is assisting with an evaluation of the Best Friends Approach to Alzheimer’s Care for inclusion as an evidence-based practice. DAIL is also providing dementia capable training for staff of the Aging and Disability Resource Center, area agencies on aging, community mental health centers and PASARR coordinators for the Department for Mental Health and Mental Retardation Services. Third, DAIL is providing staff to complete a legislated dementia specific state plan. The final piece of Kentucky’s Quality Dementia Care Project is piloting a consumer directed approach utilizing clients on the waiting list for state funded Homecare and Adult Day/Alzheimer’s Respite programs.

Louisiana Governor’s Office of Elderly Affairs
Full Project Period: 7/1/2004 to 6/30/2008
Target Population:  African American and Hispanic/Latino populations
Project Summary: The goal of Louisiana’s ADDGS grant is to improve the responsiveness of Louisiana’s overall system of home and community-based care to the needs and preferences of persons with Alzheimer’s disease and their caregivers. The major objectives of the partnership are to streamline access to information and services that support persons with Alzheimer’s Disease and their caregivers; increase consumer control in service options; empower individuals and their caregivers with increased skills and tools to self-advocate and manage needs; and increase services to the underserved through outreach to rural and minority residents. 

Maine Department of Health and Human Services 

Full Project Period: 7/1/07 to 6/30/08
Target Population:  Rural 

Project Summary: The Maine Office of Elderly Services is working in collaboration with Maine’s five Area Agencies on Aging, the Maine Alzheimer’s Association, the Partnership for Healthy Aging, and the Muskie School of Public Services to improve and expand the care and support provided to people with Alzheimer’s disease and their caregivers. The objectives of this project are to improve access to services, to improve the health and wellness of caregivers, and to enhance the knowledge of direct care workers about caring for people with dementia. This project includes the implementation of an evidence-based program to reduce caregiver depression, models for improving ease of access to services, a consumer directed healthy voucher option, and support of end of life care. 

Maryland Department of Aging
Full Project Period: 7/1/2005 to 6/30/2008
Target Population:  Rural and Hispanic/Latino populations 
Project Summary: The goal of Maryland’s ADDGS grant is to conduct interventions that emphasize active engagement of Alzheimer’s family caregivers. The project targets caregivers living in the rural areas of Western Maryland and three counties on the Upper Eastern Shore, and caregivers of the Latino/Hispanic population in Baltimore City. The focus of the Maryland Respite, Outreach, Support and Education (ROSE) Project is to work within the National Family Caregiver Support Program (NFCSP) to enable families to develop and rely on natural supports within their families and communities, developing community partners that are capable of assisting families affected by dementia. 
Michigan Department of Community Health
Full Project Period: 7/1/2005 to 6/30/2008
Target Population: Racially/ethnically diverse and rural populations; persons with Alzheimer’s disease who have behavioral symptoms.
Project Summary: The goal of Michigan’s ADDGS grant is to promote a collaborative approach among mental health, public health, and aging services systems in developing community models of support for people with dementia and family members involved in their care. This project links individuals with dementia who exhibit acute behavioral symptoms of distress and their families with an array of wraparound services and support; increases level of competency of home-based service providers; and provide primary care physicians with a peer support network for dementia care and community resources. This project builds upon strategies outlined in the Michigan Dementia Plan and fits with systems change objectives and selected strategies posed by the governor’s Medicaid Long Term Care Task Force. 

Minnesota Board on Aging

Full Project Period: 7/1/07 to 6/30/08
Target Population:  Rural and Hispanic/Latino communities
Project Summary: The Minnesota Board on Aging (MBA) has a strategic plan to move its ADDGS-based memory initiative to statewide implementation. This proposal builds on the success of Minnesota’s previous three-year ADDGS grant, Working Together. The goal of the Minnesota Working Together II systems change project is to improve the day-to-day situation for all persons with dementia and their caregivers by expanding the number of medical and community providers that integrate their care delivery under a comprehensive framework that increases dementia identification, diagnosis and treatment, joint care planning, and caregiver support and education.

Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services

Full Project Period: 7/1/07 to 6/30/08
Target Population:  Rural, low-income, and/or minorities.

Project Summary: Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services is expanding and improving current state efforts directed toward maintaining people with dementia at home or in community based settings. This goal is being met through (1) strengthened partnerships and collaboration among the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services, the Area Agencies on Aging (AAA), and the Alzheimer’s Association, (2) increased consumer awareness of home and community based support services, (3) expanded programs providing meaningful, dignified activities for people with early stage dementia, (4) increased consumer directed opportunities for  families to meet the various needs they face as they cope with dementia, (5) increased awareness of and use of services for people with early stage dementia.

Montana Department of Public Health & Human Services
Full Project Period: 7/1/2005 to 6/30/2008
Target Population:  Rural/frontier, Native American, and Hispanic/Latino communities; Persons with developmental disabilities and dementia
Project Summary: The goal of Montana’s ADDGS grant is to develop sustainable respite care programs and provide caregiver support services for a frontier/rural population. This grant is addressing systemic issues that impede the efficient delivery of respite services, increasing access to respite care in frontier/rural areas, and educating Alzheimer’s caregivers and the general public about the disease, the need and availability of respite services, and providing caregiver skill-based training.

Nebraska Health and Human Services

Full Project Period: 7/1/07 to 6/30/08
Target Population:  Limited English speaking populations
Project Summary: The goal of the Nebraska ADDGS grant is to provide mechanisms to support caregivers and persons with Alzheimer’s disease through a three-pronged approach of awareness, assessment and education.  There are three primary goals for this project: (1) identify individuals with Early Onset Alzheimer’s disease through an awareness campaign and provide them with information and skills to implement an individual service plan; (2) expand mental health education programs for caregivers and persons with dementia; and (3) ensure caregivers of persons with dementia are able to select the services and providers that best support their caregiving role.  

Nevada Health and Human Services

Full Project Period: 7/1/07 to 6/30/08
Target Population:  Low-income families from rural or minority communities;  limited English speaking populations. 
Project Summary: The goal of this project is to allow individuals with dementia to stay in their home longer. The approach is to identify high stress caregivers of those individuals and reduce their stress through evidence-based interventions using four key partners. The objectives are: 1) to measure stress levels of caregiver clients of the partners; 2) to correlate high stress caregivers’ stress reduction at follow up with their estimate at that time of how long they can keep providing home care compared to the before the intervention; and 3) to disseminate project results. The expected products from this project are: a full report to AoA, including evaluation information on the relative effectiveness of the interventions. Information and data will be accessible by website.

New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services
Full Project Period:  7/1/2005 to 6/30/2008
Target Population:  Hispanic/Latino and African American communities; Individuals of low-income.
Project Summary: The New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services, partnering with local Alzheimer’s Association chapters, is conducting a multi-intervention project to improve access to dementia-related education, support, and services for individuals with Alzheimer’s disease and related disorders (ADRD) living in low-income, underserved African American communities in Camden and Salem counties and Hispanic/Latino communities in Middlesex County. A second goal of the project is to promote changes in the state’s home and community-based service system, to achieve more culturally and linguistically competent services for individuals with ADRD and their caregivers from diverse communities. Expected outcomes include: individuals with ADRD and their caregivers from diverse communities will increase their use of services; caregiver stress will be reduced as a result of education, support and increased services; general community awareness, knowledge, and understanding of ADRD will be increased; and home and community based services providers will demonstrate improved knowledge and understanding of ADRD and cultural/linguistic competencies. Products will include a final report, a project evaluation, and a report and recommendations from a state-level task force for sustaining and replicating successful project components.
New Mexico Aging and Long-Term Services Department

Full Project Period: 7/1/07 to 6/30/08
Target Population:  Limited English speaking, rural/frontier, and tribal communities

Project Summary: The goal of New Mexico’s Alzheimer’s project is to improve the capacity of the state’s home and community-based long term care service delivery system to better address the needs and issues of people with Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias and their caregivers.  The objectives are to: (1) build Alzheimer’s technical expertise at the state, area agency on aging, provider and consumer levels; (2) strengthen data collection, integration and integrity; and (3) strengthen options for evidence-based, consumer directed services, especially adult day care services.  This project is producing culturally competent training materials; an expanded web site on Alzheimer’s disease information, and abstracts for presentation at national and state conferences.

New York State Office for the Aging
Full Project Period: 7/1/2005 to 6/30/2008
Target Population:  Rural and ethnically diverse communities 
Project Summary: The goal of this project is to integrate services for persons with Alzheimer’s Disease and related dementias (ADRD) living in rural areas and ethnically diverse small cities into the state’s long-term care systems change initiatives. The project emphasizes collaborative partnerships to develop a new model for ADRD care that advances systems change and diversion from institutional care.

North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services

Full Project Period: 7/1/07 to 6/30/08
Target Population:  low-income, rural and minority

Project Summary: The goal of the project is to increase quality, access, choice and use of respite and support services to low-income and minority families caring for a person with dementia at home or within a hospital setting.  The approach is to build upon prior successes and further efforts to create a more responsive, dementia-capable system of home and community-based care across the state.  The objectives are to implement: (1) a national best practice model of consumer directed respite services; (2) a new collaboration plan with local Aging and Disability Resource Centers; (3) a new early onset dementia education and public awareness initiative; (4) an evidence-based system of data collection and evaluation; and (5) to establish a direct link to the local health care system through formal collaboration with a regional hospital.  The products from this project include: dementia-specific materials on hospitalization and emergencies, dementia capable referral protocols for ADRC programs, and a new manual to assist with future program replication and expansion.

North Dakota Department of Human Services
Full Project Period: 7/1/2004 to 6/30/2008

Target Population:  rural and Native American communities 
Project Summary: ND Working Together project is building an alliance between the medical community, Parish Nurses, Older Americans Act and community services to increase dementia identification, treatment and caregiver respite with a special focus on rural areas and American Indian reservations. A University of ND dementia curriculum is used to train a pool of Qualified Service Providers with expertise in dementia care. Two medical systems are providing protocols, tools, and training to the medical community to facilitate assessment, treatment and referral for enhanced respite services. 

Pennsylvania Department of Aging

Full Project Period: 7/1/07 to 6/30/08
Target Population:  Rural and limited English speaking communities.
Project Summary: The goals of the project are to: (1) develop a sustainable working partnership between the Alzheimer’s Association Greater PA Chapter and the ADRC-participating agencies; (2) provide targeted training on Alzheimer’s related caregiving; and (3) provide direct care services to Alzheimer’s consumers in previously underserved regions.  Objectives include: (1) cross-training and consumer referral activities between Alzheimer’s Association chapters and Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) partners, which include Area Agencies on Aging, County Mental Health/Mental Retardation offices, provider agencies, and other nonprofit and advocacy agencies; (2) regional training in providing direct or hands-on care for persons with dementia to family caregivers and direct care workers, thereby expanding the resource base of direct care workers trained in providing consumer directed, dementia related care; and (3) provide direct services for Alzheimer’s consumers and their families that would fall into existing service gaps, are awaiting eligibility determination for other home and community based services programs, or are receiving Family Caregiver Support Program services that could benefit from supplemental services in regions served by ADRCs and Alzheimer’s Association chapters.

Puerto Rico Office of the Ombudsman for the Elderly

Full Project Period: 7/1/07 to 6/30/08
Target Population:  Hispanic/Latino
Project Summary:  The main goal of Puerto Rico’s ADDGS project is to implement a model of home and community-based support service program for persons with Alzheimer’s disease, other related conditions and their caregivers, which: (a) centers on their needs and preferences; (b) initiates system change towards an increased responsiveness to such needs and preferences among key community care and support services; and (c) streamlines the access links among patients and their caregivers and available services.  Three basic objectives: (1) Develop and implement a HCBS program model which includes companion services, personal care, and adult day care; (2) increase responsiveness to the needs and preferences of people with dementia in at least 20 community based programs; and (3) implement an information, orientation and referral service to streamline the access link between persons with AD, their caregivers and available services.

Rhode Island Department of Elderly Affairs

Full Project Period: 7/1/07 to 6/30/08
Target Population:  Persons with early stage Alzheimer’s disease and related disorders, including those with young onset Alzheimer’s disease; low-income and ethnic minority populations.
Project Summary: The goal of this project is to develop, implement, and coordinate a comprehensive consumer directed care program that empowers individuals to make choices and take advantage of available community support services and thereby enhance their ability to live the best possible quality of life in the community. The objectives of the project are to: 1) implement a program to offer meaningful activities to people in the early stages of Alzheimer’s disease, 2) simultaneously provide respite to their family care partners, 3) improve access to information, assistance, and referral for persons suffering from Alzheimer’s disease, family members, and caregivers, including culturally diverse/ethnic populations, and 4) provide consumer directed cost share access to assessments, home care, adult day care services and a menu of other direct services that promote quality of life and maintenance of function.

South Carolina Lieutenant Governor’s Office on Aging 

Full Project Period: 7/1/07 to 6/30/08
Target Population:  Underserved rural and minority populations, particularly African American communities. 

Project Summary: The first goal of this project is to improve access to home and community based services for individuals with Alzheimer’s disease and related dementia by targeting underserved minority and rural populations. Objectives are to implement strategies that build familiarity and trust among underserved minority populations; provide outreach and screening through a mobile Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) in the Trident region; provide outreach and education through Family Consultants who are parte of the Reid House of Christian Service network; provide medical screening by Medical University of South Carolina Alzheimer’s Disease Clinical Core Research Group (MUSC-ADCCRG) at Reid House; and provide vouchers that allow increased services through the South Carolina Alzheimer’s Association, the ADRC, and the Family Caregiver Support Program (FCSP). The second goal of this project is the expand consumer choice and consumer-directed long term care support for caregivers through the ADRC, FCSP, and Alzheimer’s Association to affect systems change. Objectives are to use vouchers for families to select services from an expanded list of providers, including possible family members or neighbors, and provide information on options about community-based services. The project will evaluate the impact of interventions and disseminate project information.

Tennessee Commission of Aging & Disability 

Full Project Period: 7/1/07 to 6/30/08
Target Population:  Rural communities 
Project Summary: The Tennessee Commission on Aging and Disability is making aging services responsive to needs and preferences of persons with Alzheimer’s disease and their caregivers. This project’s objectives are to: 1) implement a series of skill-building  sessions utilizing the REACH project, 2) provide and arrange for family directed respite care cooperatively with the National Family Caregiver Support Program (NFCSP) in Houston, Humphreys, Stewart, Davidson, Fayette, Dyer, Shelby, Greene, and the 14 counties of the Upper Cumberland region, 3) provide and arrange for a variety of respite services in Knox County, 4) provide in-home dementia education/training to those caregivers receiving family directed respite care in Greene and Middle Tennessee counties, 5) implement Virtual Telephone Training and Support Group in West, East, and Middle Easter Tennessee, 6) provide training to discharge planners on Alzheimer’s disease  and the specific needs of people with Alzheimer’s and their caregivers in eastern Tennessee, 7) collaborate with the Aging and Disability Resource Center sites, NFCSP, and other home and community based service programs raising awareness about Alzheimer’s disease and the need for adequate services, 8) implement OMB-approved data collection, 9) identify funding for continuation, and 10) evaluation project experience, analyzing customer satisfaction and conducting program quality assurance.

Texas Department of Aging & Disability Services
Full Project Period: 7/1/2005 to 6/30/2008
Target Population:  Persons of low-income, racial/ethnic minorities, and limited English speaking populations. 
Project Summary: The goal of Texas’ ADDGS grant is to expand service options and improve access to information, training and support services. This project is improving the ability of informal caregivers to sustain their caregiving role by expanding service options and streamlining system access to improve service delivery by reducing duplication and eliminating silos by implementing innovative approaches that serve as a vehicle for advancing changes to the state’s overall system of home and community-based care. 
Utah Department of Human Services
Full Project Period:  7/1/2004 to 6/30/2008
Target Population:  Rural communities
Project Summary: The goal of Utah’s ADDGS grant is to increase access to community-based respite services and develop a system of in-home respite care that is volunteer driven for persons with Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias and their caregivers in rural areas of the state and/or minority communities. Utah’s program is also developing relationships with diverse organizations and faith based programs to mobilize and train volunteers.

Vermont Department of Disabilities, Aging, and Independent Living 

Full Project Period: 7/1/07 to 6/30/08

Target Population:  Persons of low-income, rural communities, persons with developmental disabilities 
Project Summary: The Vermont Department of Disabilities, Aging and Independent Living (DAIL) is developing a project that improves upon existing service delivery systems for individuals with Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias as well as expanding existing services and resources for family caregivers to help them continue caregiving.  Specifically, the project is making Vermont’s Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) dementia capable through training of ADRC staff and building dementia resources into the ADRC website, by partnering with the Alzheimer’s Association of Vermont to include home safety assessments as an option under the dementia respite program, by building skills of resident service coordinators at senior housing settings through training, and by developing Vermont’s state plan on Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias.
Virginia Department for the Aging

Full Project Period: 7/1/07 to 6/30/08

Target Population:  Limited English speaking and African American communities; individuals with early-onset Alzheimer’s disease and their caregivers.
Project Summary: The objectives of the Virginia Department of Aging’s ADDGS grant are to: (1) enhance their Virtual Alzheimer’s Center and incorporate the Center’s resources into ongoing systems change efforts through their Aging and Disability Resource Centers (ADRCs); (2) work with five community organizations to provide respite care; and (3) support the James Madison University’s School of Nursing “Community Caregiver’s Network” to train nursing students and other young persons to provide respite care.
Washington State Department of Social & Health Services
Full Project Period: 7/1/2005 to 6/30/2008
Target Population:  Persons of low-income, ethnic minorities, and rural communities.
Project Summary: The goal of Washington state’s ADDGS grant is to improve the responsiveness of their system of home and community-based services to the needs and preferences of individuals with dementia and their family caregivers by integrating dementia-capable services into existing state programs. This collaborative effort utilizes the infrastructure of the statewide Family Caregiver Support Program, the expertise of Alzheimer’s-specific organizations, and the service potential of the model dementia day services provider. 
West Virginia Bureau of Senior Services
Full Project Period: 7/1/2005 to 6/30/2008
Target Population:  Rural communities
Project Summary: The goal of West Virginia’s ADDGS grant is to develop and implement a multi-faceted project to address the challenge of providing a continuum of information in order to increase the knowledge and coping skills of up to 500 families of persons with Alzheimer’s disease in the most rural areas of the state. They are also initiating a reassessment of hospice admitting criteria for people with Alzheimer’s disease in two counties, providing access to grief and bereavement counseling to families, and supporting, enhancing, and/or expanding respite care in up to 16 counties. This project builds upon and will become integral in the state systems change initiatives for home and community-based services.
Wisconsin Department of Health and Family Services
Full Project Period: 7/1/2004 to 6/30/2008
Target Population:  Rural communities and racial/ethnic minority populations, primarily African American, Native American, Hmong, and Latino/Hispanic communities.
Project Summary: The Wisconsin ADDGS project is implementing Demonstrations of Memory Care Connections, a model of local collaboration aligning dementia services provided by diagnostic clinics, Aging/Disability Resource Centers, Alzheimer’s Association Chapters and service providers. The goal is to provide individuals and families affected by Alzheimer’s disease with the information, medical diagnosis and management, caregiver support and services needed to achieve improved quality of life through closely connected local dementia services networks. Local sites are funded to deploy nurses/social workers to link consumers with the dementia service network.
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