President Obama signs the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009

The Administration on Aging (AoA) is pleased to report that on February 17, 2009, President Obama signed into law the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009.  The legislation contains key investments that will prevent the loss of health coverage, promote prevention programs and lower health care spending for our nation during these challenging economic times.  The legislation includes $100 million for meals and nutrition services for older Americans to help them maintain their health and independence, allocated as follows:  
o       $65 million for congregate nutrition services

o       $32 million for home-delivered nutrition services

o       $3 million for Native American nutrition services under Title VI.  

These funds will assist communities hit hard by rising food costs at a time when demand for services is increasing due to the economic downturn and the growing number of older adults.  AoA is already in the process of doing the necessary work to make these funds available as soon as possible.  More information on the allocation of these funds, as well as the reporting requirements related to them, will be forthcoming. 

In addition, the Recovery Act provided $1 billion to the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to promote evidence-based community prevention practices.  We are currently working with the Department to develop recommendations on how those funds may be used.  The aging network has demonstrated over time that it can be an important strategic partner in delivering preventive services.  In recent years, the network has played a significant role in implementing evidence-based prevention programs as well as interventions proven to improve the health of older Americans, reduce chronic disease, injuries and illness and lower long- term care costs.  AoA will continue to work with the Department to ensure that the aging network is a full partner as decisions on how to disseminate these prevention funds are discussed. We will continue to keep you updated on our progress.

 For more information about the ARRA, please visit www.Recovery.gov, the new website that allows taxpayers to see how Americans will be helped by this landmark legislation.

