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BACKGROUND 

Congress created the Alzheimer’s  Disease Supportive Services Program (ADSSP) in 1991 to encourage states to develop models of assistance for persons with Alzheimer’s disease and to encourage close coordination and incorporation of those services into the broader home and community-based care system. In 1998, Congress transferred the administration of the program to the Administration on Aging (AoA) in an effort to ensure coordination with other programs for older Americans.

There is no cure for Alzheimer’s disease and related forms of dementia (ADRD), however, there are effective strategies to help maintain cognitive function, reduce behavioral symptoms, prevent acute care crises and excess disability, and delay functional decline as well as nursing home placement.  ADRD exists on a continuum that begins before diagnosis, and lasts through cognitive and functional decline to eventual total disability and death.  

Although not a normal part of aging, one in 10 persons over 65 and nearly half of those over 85 may have ADRD. At least 10 million baby boomers will develop Alzheimer’s disease in their lifetimes – twice as many people as the number estimated to have the disease today. An additional 4 million baby 
boomers will develop a related dementia. Although   ADRD eventually results in death, the disease can progress for years.       A person with ADRD lives an average of 5 years, but can live        as many as 20 years or more from the onset of symptoms. 

PROGRAM MISSION

The mission of the ADSSP is to expand the availability of diagnostic and support services for persons with Alzheimer’s disease, their families, and their caregivers, as well as to improve the responsiveness of the home and community-based care system to persons with dementia.  The program focuses on serving hard-to-reach and underserved persons with ADRD and their family caregivers. 

ADSSP ACTIVITIES

The 2008 ADSSP program      included two types of grants:

Evidence-Based Grants will demonstrate how existing    evidence-based interventions are effective in helping people with ADRD continue to live in the community.  The results of these grants will inform further dissemination of these evidence-based initiatives.
Innovation Grants will demonstrate innovative approaches to delivering services and supports to people with ADRD and their family caregivers with an emphasis on approaches that will serve those who are at highest risk of nursing home placement or who are in the early stages of ADRD.

ADSSP GRANTEES 

In FY08, HHS invested $11 million to support the Alzheimer’s Disease Supportive Services Program (ADSSP). States contributed    
$6.2 million to the effort. Of the grants awarded in 2008, 9 are     evidence-based grants and 19     are innovation grants.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

For additional information on the ADSSP, please visit www.aoa.gov . You may also contact Shannon Andrzejewski, ADSSP Program Coordinator, at shannon.andrzejewski@aoa.hhs.gov.
	Alzheimer’s Disease Supportive Services Program Awards for 2008

	Alabama2
	Missouri2

	Arizona1
	Nevada2

	California1,2,3
	North Carolina1,2

	Florida1
	Ohio1,2

	Georgia1,2
	Oklahoma2

	Indiana2
	Rhode Island2

	Louisiana2
	South Carolina2

	Maine1,2
	Tennessee2

	Massachusetts2
	Utah2

	Michigan1
	Virginia2

	Minnesota12,3
	Washington2


                         1 – Evidence-based ADDGS Grant

                         2 – Innovation ADDGS Grant

                         3 – Also received a 2007 Evidence-Based ADDGS Grant
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