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MEDIA ADVISORY


Assistant Secretary for Aging Kathy Greenlee to Address the National Aging Community 

                    Administration Officials to Tour Park ElderCenter 

HHS Assistant Secretary for Aging Kathy Greenlee will address the 34th Annual Conference and Tradeshow of the National Association of Area Agencies on Aging (n4a) on Tuesday, July 21, 2009, in Minneapolis, Minn. Following the presentation, Greenlee and Jonathan Blum of the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) will tour an innovative local senior program for ethnic and minority elders. This will be Greenlee’s first major national address since being sworn in to office by HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius late last month.

WHO:       Kathy Greenlee, assistant secretary for aging, HHS

Jonathan Blum, director, Center for Medicare Management, and acting   director, Center for Drug and Health Plan Choice, CMS, HHS

WHERE:  Hilton Minneapolis Downtown, 1001 Marquette Avenue South

WHEN:    Tuesday, July 21 – 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.

       

8:30 to 9:30 a.m. General Session: 


Presentation by Jonathan Blum, CMS




9:30 Keynote:  Kathy Greenlee, assistant secretary for aging

10:30 a.m. Media availability 

11:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Tour of Park ElderCenter, 1505 Park Avenue South (Both Greenlee and Blum will tour and lunch with seniors)

Note: Assistant Secretary Greenlee was nominated by President Obama May 4. Greenlee, a former Kansas Secretary for Aging, will present her vision for how the national aging community can improve the programs and support that help older adults live independently in their homes and communities. 
Jonathan Blum was appointed by President Obama to lead the CMS Center for Medicare Management, which oversees payments to Medicare providers. Blum is an advisor to Secretary Sebelius on health reform.
What: Hundreds of aging professionals are scheduled to attend n4a’s “Highlighting Innovations in Aging” national conference to discuss the latest trends in the aging services network.  N4a represents the nation’s 629 area agencies on aging, 244 Native American and two Native Hawaiian organizations serving a broad spectrum of older adults and their caregivers.  Park ElderCenter is a local, innovative multi-cultural senior center managed by the Volunteers of America of Minnesota, which has culturally specific services for a mostly immigrant and refugee population of Hmong and Somali elders. For more information about the U.S. Administration on Aging, please visit www.aoa.gov.  For more information about the conference, please visit: www.n4a.org
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