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Greg Link:
Good afternoon or good morning everyone. I want to welcome you to this teleconference to discuss the program announcement for the Fiscal Year 2011 Lifespan Respite Program.


The goal of this call is to provide interested applicants or potential applicants with some background information about the program. I will walk you through the program announcement itself and highlight particular things that you may want to pay attention to and be aware of.  I will then answer any questions that you all may have.


As was just mentioned, this call is being recorded. And a printed copy of the transcript including the questions and answers at the end of the call will be available on AOA's Web site hopefully within about a week or so.


My name is Greg Link and I am the Aging Services Program Specialist here at the Administration on Aging. I'm the Federal Program Officer for both the National Family Caregiver Support program and the Lifespan Respite Care program.


My responsibility here is to ensure that grantees of the Lifespan Respite Care program work within the requirements of the Lifespan Respite Care Act and the funding announcement that we are discussing today for the life of each project.


I will be your go-to person for all programmatic issues related to the project. This call will probably last about an hour. But hopefully we won't need that much time. But I did want to have this opportunity to review the program announcement and hopefully clear up any lingering questions folks may have as they have read the application.


I'll spend the first few minutes providing an overview of the Lifespan Respite Care program. Next, I'll walk through several pages of the program announcement and highlight key points as necessary. And then following that will answer any questions.


By way of background for the Lifespan Respite Care program, as many of you may know, Congress passed the Lifespan Respite Act in 2006 and first appropriated funds in the amount of $2.5 million in Fiscal Year 2009.

With that first appropriation, AOA funded 12 states to begin implementing Lifespan Respite Care programs and we also funded technical assistance and resource center activities with the ARCH National Respite Network and Resource Center (http://www.archrespite.org).

In Fiscal Year 2010, Congress again appropriated $2.5 million and AOA funded an additional 12 states so we now have a total of 24 states working on developing lifespan respite programs.


With this program announcement, AOA will fund a new third group of states to begin implementing programs under this Act. This call is only going to focus on funds that are available for Fiscal Year 2011 and for this program announcement specifically.


In a nutshell the purpose of the Lifespan Respite Care Act is to expand and enhance respite services, improve coordination, and improve respite access and quality. This is a competitive grant opportunity that requires states to establish state and local coordinated Lifespan Respite Care systems to serve families regardless of age or special need.


Grantees are expected to provide new planned and emergency respite services, train and recruit respite workers and volunteers, and assist caregivers themselves in accessing respite care services. Additionally, the Lifespan Respite Care program is also intended to fill gaps in respite services where they may exist.


Those individuals eligible for lifespan respite care services include family members, foster parents or other adults providing unpaid care to adults who require care to meet basic needs or prevent injury and to children who require care beyond that required by children generally to meet basic needs.


Congressional intent requires that states ensure that respite is made more available and accessible regardless of age or disability of the care recipient. That's just a very brief overview of the act. However, before beginning work on your application I encourage you and/or those you will be partnering with to complete the application to read the language of the Act in its entirety.


Likewise as you convene your stakeholder groups to discuss the application and program development it would be a great idea to ensure that each of them reads the Act as well that way everyone that you're working with is on the same page.


The Act is really short, very straightforward. By reading the Act you'll also see much of the language in the Act repeated in this program announcement itself. To make it easy to find the direct language of the Lifespan Respite Act, I've provided a direct link to the Act in the program announcement. You can find it on Page 8.

I want to draw your attention to the program announcement itself. I'm just going to go through the first few pages of the announcement to call your attention to specific areas and to specific things that you as a potential applicant need to be aware of and that you are sure that you address in your applications.


On Page 3 of the announcement, I wanted to call your attention to the section entitled Key Dates. Pay really close attention to these. Obviously the one key date is today's date, that's April 19 and that is the teleconference. The next key date that you need to be aware of is the due date of letters of intent and that is April 25, 2011.

I want to encourage you to consider completing a letter of intent even if you don't ultimately submit an application. Submitting a letter of intent does not lock you into applying for an application or anything of that sort. Letters of Intent for AOA's purposes are really used as a planning tool. So that I know how to structure the grant review process.


Knowing ahead of time approximately how many applications I may get helps me to determine the number of grant reviewers I need as well as how to structure and time the grant review process. When you do a letter of intent, I prefer that they be emailed but you can fax them to me.

My email is in the program announcement. It's greg.link@aoa.hhs.gov and my fax number is also in the program announcement and that is area code 202-357-3558. Again, letters of intent really a useful tool for me.


It does not have to be on letterhead unless that's what your state requires. It can be very informal email communication that simply says “hey, we're thinking about or we are going to apply.”

The next date that you need to be aware of is the most important one that's the application deadline which is 11:59 pm on May 20, 2011. Applications must be submitted electronically via grants.gov. Later on in the program announcement you have everything that you need to know about how to prepare for and to submit your applications electronically.

The due date is set in stone. It is not negotiable. Applications received after the due date will not be considered for funding. I'll talk a little bit more as I said about some of the specific application submission instructions.

For this round of grants we anticipate the projected start date is around August 1, 2011. This is an approximate date. Your actual project start date may be a little earlier or a little later depending on how quickly we are able to process applications.


Those are the key dates to keep in mind as you begin to work on your applications and structure your deadlines for getting things completed. I'll talk a little bit more later about the actual grant submission process.


I want to take the next few minutes and walk through the program announcement almost page-by-page just for the first few pages. I'll try to call to your attention to some of those issues that I believe (and experience has taught me) are of the greatest importance. So if I don’t answer your question during this part, you may ask later on.


On Page 3 we went through the key dates. At the bottom of Page 3 up to the top of Page 4, I d like to point out that only one application will be funded per state. So please I recommend that you collaborate in your state to submit a single application.

To do that, determine who will be the lead state agency that applies and then structure your stakeholder groups and your collaborations accordingly. This will also really help you address some of the collaborative efforts that are required in your state.


Page 4 also begins the funding opportunity description. Please note the last paragraph on Page 4 as it carries over to Page 5. I've described in the program announcement priority considerations with respect to who will be funded and how applications will be considered.


These priority considerations are drawn directly from the Lifespan Respite Care Act itself. Please be sure that as you write your application so that you clearly demonstrate that your activities will build on or enhance the capacity of your state's long term services and support system to respond to the comprehensive needs including respite needs of your residents.

Now Pages 5 through 10, I've provided some general background information just to get everyone on the same page with respect to whom are we talking about when we talk about caregivers. For example, What is respite? I've also provided an overview of the Lifespan Respite Care Act.


I've included in this year's program announcement, a discussion about state-based lifespan respite care programs. I've also given a current status of the 24 states who are currently working on applications. So that you can get an understanding of sort of what some of the activities that are going on and some of the things that states are doing with their grant funds.

At the bottom of Page 9, in the footnote, there is a link to AOA's Lifespan Respite Care program webpage. You can click on that link. And at the bottom of that page, you will see a list of the 2009 and 2010 states.


You can click on each one of the states and get a larger, longer program description of what they're doing in their grant project and there's a contact person for each of the states that you could talk to potentially to learn more about their projects.


On Page 10 of the program announcement begins the funding opportunity description itself. Please note the footnote at the bottom of Page 10.  Please be sure that your application addresses each of the elements described both in the funding opportunity description as well as the project narrative description that's near the end of the program announcement.

The second paragraph on Page 10, under the funding opportunity description, is critical. AOA recognizes that some states may have already been about the business of developing Lifespan Respite Care programs for a while. And others of you may just be starting down this process, while a lot of you fall somewhere in between.


Please be sure in your application that you demonstrate the extent of progress that you expect to make beyond where your programs currently are. This is absolutely critical. Page 10 also begins a series of bulleted items that ask you to layout specific elements for you to address in your programs.


Please, in your applications, demonstrate that you know the population that you're serving. Use multiple sources to document this such as census data, service related data, other research on your state that helps to paint the picture of what the respite landscape is in your state.


I also refer you to Pages 20 to 24 of the program announcement which will layout some specific bulleted items that you must include in your application and these items are taken verbatim directly from the Lifespan Respite Act itself. So be sure you address each one.


Be sure you think through and describe how the program you propose in your application brings together and coordinates various respite programs in your states. Also, describe how your program is going to make accessing respite care services easier.

Be sure also that you propose a program or a project that takes a comprehensive and systematic approach to respite care services. Keep in mind that the program you propose must serve all populations; all age groups, all disability and chronic conditions. It must address a full range of respite needs and serve all population groups from the beginning of the project.

Phase in of the program over time  so as to gradually address the full spectrum of respite needs and populations will not be permitted. You should also be sure that you fully address each of these areas in your application.


Page 12 near the top, the Lifespan Respite Care Act requires that the application package include a memorandum of agreement regarding the joint responsibility between the eligible state agency and a public or private, nonprofit statewide respite coalition or organization.

The MOU must be between the agency that applies and the statewide respite coalition or organization. You must submit this memorandum in your application. And I would encourage you to write the memorandum of understanding so as to allow flexibilities for all parties to the memorandum to allow opportunity to modify the terms of the MOU as the project unfolds.


For example, if you spell out specific roles and responsibilities for each of the parties in the MOU, please provide some ability to modify those roles or responsibilities throughout the life of the project. If your state does not have a formal respite coalition, an organization in the state that provides or coordinates respite on behalf of the state could also be used.

Please be sure that your applications talk to how you plan to ensure that the required activities are going to be conducted by your projects. Page 12 of the program announcement also begins the discussion of the required activities and uses of the Lifespan Respite Care funds.


Be sure that you design your program so that all required activities and services are delivered. The Act is not specific with respect to how much of each service is to be provided. So it will be up to you to determine the appropriate service mix and balance from among the required services.


Page 12 at the very bottom, begins a section entitled Grants and Subcontract. Grants and subcontracts may be awarded by the grantee to carry out some or all of the required and optional activities. However -- and this is a big however -- the applicant must demonstrate an active role in program development, implementation, and management.


Do not propose a project that simply passes funds through to another entity. We will not fund pass-through projects. If you decide to subcontract specific activities, be sure that you clearly and completely describe the process for subcontracting and how you as the grantee will continue to be in the lead role.


Also in your applications, please be sure to describe the role of the project director, and the role and the makeup of the stakeholder group. Stakeholder involvement and partnerships are discussed more fully on Page 13.

We've seen that in states where Lifespan Respite Care programs are successful, a very strong collaboration and partnership among relevant stakeholders. Please be sure that you talk about the stakeholder groups in your application.


Page 13 at the very bottom through Page 15 at the top, are sections that pertain to products from your project, information sharing and collaboration with technical assistance efforts.

These sections are as much a heads-up for applicants as anything else. I believe that these activities are essential for new program development. As a grantee you will be doing a great service to the field of respite and caregiver support if products are developed from your project and then are available to disseminate broadly.

The Resource Activities Center activities that I just mentioned have been ongoing via a grant to the ARCH National Respite Network and Resource Center. Should your application be successful, you'll be expected to work with the technical assistance provider and participate in conference calls and other activities designed to assist you in program development.


Finally, in this section, at the bottom of Page 14 and up to the top of 15, I encourage you to budget resources to attend the National Respite Conference. This will provide you with a really excellent opportunity for training and networking and to meet some of your fellow grantees.


Page 15 of the program announcement also begins the award information section. Ater we allocate $175,000 for continuation of the technical assistance resource center activities plus other administrative obligations that AOA and the Department have, we are left with approximately $2,250,000 for grants to states.


We plan to fund approximately 10 to 15 grants at a maximum of $200,000 each for 36-month project periods. What this means is that you receive your grant award upfront for three years of work.

During the course of the application review, once we have received your application, I or the grants office may come back to you to negotiate the size of your actual award.


Keep in mind that we can never award more than you ask for. We can, however, award less than you ask for based on the scope of work that you proposed relative to the funds that you request and the funds that are available. So please keep this in mind as you develop work plans and budgets for your 36-month project.
AoA’s rationale for 36-month projects was to give states who are not as far along in their development of lifespan respite care programs or who may not have begun the work necessary to bring all of the relevant stakeholders together, the adequate time and resources to plan and implement programs and to supplement respite services where necessary and to give them enough time to do this work well so you can build lasting and sustainable respite infrastructures. 
For those states who are further along, the 36-month project period offers the opportunity to fine tune programs, increase your reach, perhaps test out new approaches for meeting respite needs and fill gaps in respite services more effectively.


Since awarding grants the previous couple of years, I've seen some tremendous benefit to these three-year projects. It has given sufficient time for planning, ramp up of activities and for staffing of projects. AOA employed a similar approach when we funded the Alzheimer's Disease grants earlier on as well as Aging and Disability Resource Center grants.


While these are grants, AOA anticipates an active collaboration with each of the grantees throughout the life of the project. As your project would get underway, we'll pull you into the communication system that has been developed for grantees and between grantees which will help keep you updated on any federal perspectives.

Likewise, we will use periodic and fairly regular conference calls for technical assistance and updates and general programmatic discussion. I also have regular one-on-one conversations with each of the grantees throughout the course of your project.


I will work with each of the grantees to finalize your work plan and we'll do that within 45 days of your grant award.


Page 16 begins the eligibility section of the program announcement. At this point, I don't know who is on the call or what agencies you represent. So I want to be very clear here who is eligible to apply for the Lifespan Respite Care program.


But please be sure in this section that begins on Page 16 that you read and understand the eligibility requirements. When I talk a little bit more later about screening applications against what are called responsiveness criteria, the first thing that will be looked at is whether or not the applicant meets the eligibility requirements as defined by statute.


Applicant agencies must be either the state unit on aging, the state's Medicaid agency, or another state agency that the governor identifies to administer the Lifespan Respite program, no other entities may apply.


If you're on the call now and you're not from a state agency, you may not be eligible to apply. If that's the case, I would really encourage you to contact and work with an eligible entity in your state to perhaps submit an application.


Additionally, the eligible agency must be an aging and disability resource center or work in collaboration with the aging and disability resource center as well as work in collaboration with the statewide respite care coalition or organization.


In this case, as I had mentioned earlier, if there isn't a formal respite care coalition, a respite organization working on behalf of the entire state would suffice. Now note that the final set of eligibility criteria is that the eligible state agency must demonstrate the ability to work across all agencies and have an understanding of respite care and family caregiver issues across all ages. Please be sure to include the Aging and Disability Resource Center description and how it will be brought into your project. You want to be sure that the ADRC is providing the comprehensive information on a range of available public and private long term service options and supports that.


Perhaps the counseling is to assist individuals with assessing their existing or anticipate long term care needs, or they're facilitating consumer access to a range of publicly and privately funded long term services and support. Make sure that your application clearly describes the role of the eligible state agency, the respite care coalition, and the ADRC will be in your project. The Act does not specify what the roles of each must be. That is up to the states to determine.


On Page 17, I wanted to point out another important issue:  match or cost sharing. By statute, the match requirement is 25% cash or in kind. In the case of the Lifespan Respite Care program, Congress has not permitted AOA to waive or reduce the match requirement.


As with most other federal grants, match must be from non-federal sources. Cash match can come from non-federal funds such as cash contributions from individuals or organizations.


In kind contributions are those non-federal, third-party, non cash contributions that are made directly to the grant project and can include things like donated time, real or non-expendable property, and goods or services. We understand here at AOA that in these difficult economic times that coming up with cash match can be a bit of an issue.


If that's the case, I would strongly encourage you to look at the in kind option for your projects by including, a broad group of stakeholders from various organizations and nonprofits plus the respite coalition in the development and the administration of the project. You have a potential ready source of in kind match through the use of time, donated time from individuals.


I've given you a sample formula for how you compute your match which is discussed on Page 17. And there are also in the attachments to the program announcement containing detailed instructions for how you would calculate match for your project.

I've alluded a couple of times to responsiveness and screening criteria. Pages 17 through 18 are the discussion of the responsiveness and screening criteria. Please be sure that your applications address the responsiveness and the screening criteria.


We will be screening the applications internally to ensure that both sets of criteria are addressed before ever passing your application onto the grant reviewers.

Failure of an application to comply with either the responsiveness or the screening technical criteria will result in the application's elimination from further review for funding. The responsiveness criteria are listed at the very bottom of Page 17 and include the following factors.

Number one: the applicant is an eligible agency as outlined in Section 3 of the announcement. Are you a state unit on aging? Are you’re a Medicaid agency in the state? Or are you some other state agency perhaps a development disability services agency, a broader Department of Health and Human Services, Department of Human Services. Are you any of those state level entities?


Number two: has an MOU between the eligible state agency and the respite coalition or organization has it been included in the application. And number three: does the applicant propose to do the work themselves? You are not proposing to pass the funds through to another agency do the work.

If all three of those conditions are not met, your application will not be reviewed. So for example, if you do not include the MOU in your application, the application will be rejected and not reviewed.


The technical screening criteria are a little more specific and include such things as number one: did your application arrive on time? Are the margins correct? Is the narrative within the 20 page length limit?


Did you include the correct font size? Things of that nature. Again, if your application misses any these technical criteria, it will not be reviewed. Please pay attention to those little details because together they are significant.


Page 18 provides guidance on where to get your application package including any contact information. Please remember that your applications must be submitted electronically through grants.gov. This page also includes helpful information should you require assistance in using grants.gov including along with a toll free number to call if you're having issues or problems.


Page 19 gives you specific instructions and the steps that you need to take to make sure that you're properly registered on grants.gov and that you have your DUNS number. Please make sure that you follow each of the bulleted items on Pages 18 and 19 to make sure that you have everything in place that you need to have in order to successfully submit your application.


While I'm talking about grants.gov, I want to mention a couple of things. If you're not already registered on grants.gov, start now. It may actually take a few weeks to get fully registered.

If you are registered, please double check to make sure that your passwords haven't expired. They have to be renewed annually. The last thing you want to be doing is sitting at your desk at a quarter to 12 on midnight of the deadline trying to change passwords. I would recommend making sure you're registered on grants.gov or that your password is current as soon as possible.


Remember that only certain authorized users can submit applications on grants.gov. Make sure that you know who in your agency the person is who can do that. It depends agency to agency who might be but it's typically the financial officer or perhaps a program official or somebody of that nature.

Make sure that you review the compatibility of your hardware and software in plenty of time. We've also provided instructions and links for how to do that.

Page 20 provides you with some information on structuring your narrative. Please remember that the narrative of your application is its heart. This is where you tell your story and you layout your project.  This is your opportunity to tell reviewers what you will do and it really is the primary basis on which applications are scored.  You've only got 20 pages to do this, so you have to make sure that you layout your project, describe what you’re going to do and meet all of the application requirements in that 20 pages.


We're going to be using outside review panels to review and score each application. The narrative is your only opportunity to fully describe your project and respond to all elements of the program announcement.

The grant reviewers will not be calling you with questions. So please be sure that your narrative is clear and concise. I want to call your attention to the bullets that are under the sections entitled Problem Statements on Page 21 and then the bullets that are under proposed intervention on Page 22.

These bullets are taken directly from the Lifespan Respite Care Act itself. The law requires applicants to address each one of these elements in their applications. So please look at those and make sure that you incorporate the information that they're calling for in your project narrative or in your application.


Pages 23 to 25 explain other required elements of the application and I draw your attention to the templates that are often referred to throughout the program announcement. You have templates for the work plan, the budget narrative, and so on. These templates provide you examples for how AOA requests that you submit this type of information.


Page 27 through 31 of the program announcement lays out the exact criteria against which your applications will be scored. In other words the scoring forms that the reviewers will use to review your application are drawn directly from this section here that talks about each of the key areas that will be reviewed.

Make sure that your application answers each one of the questions that the reviewers will be looking for. If you can find in your application a “yes” answer to everyone of those questions, you know that you've included everything that the reviewers will be looking for in your applications.


Page 31 at the bottom gives you an overview of the review process that we're going to be doing. Each of the applications passes that initial technical review will be reviewed by three experts in the field of human services, care giving, respite services.


Their recommendations will be included in the final award decisions. They'll be using the scoring forms that contain the same five sections that were spelled out for you in the application. 
After the May 20 application deadline, AoA grants office will compile each application and within a couple of days, they're sent to the reviewers. Reviewers then have about two weeks to review your applications. In general I anticipate conducting the review panels in mid-June or so.


During mid-June through July, we'll be back and forth with you to negotiate parts of your budget, other tasks that you've proposed and then hopefully have a start date no later than August 1. That's about as specific as I can be with timelines.

The next key date for all of the applicants is the letters of intent which is April 25 and then your due dates the due date of the applications is May 20.


Page 31 to the end of the program announcement contains all of the routine administrative information and the attachments that you need and contains sample forms and templates that you can use to help in completing your application.

That concludes my remarks. I'd like to open the lines for any questions. 
Question:
Since we get the money all in one lump sum, we don't have to spend it sort of a third in each year. And we can budget depending on what kinds of things we want to do more upfront, or less upfront, and more back loaded or whatever?
Greg Link:
Exactly. For the states that have been working now, some have divided the money up over three years. Others may have allotted a different amount each year.


For example, perhaps you know that certain tasks in Year 1 will require X amount of dollars, Year 2 maybe a little more or less depending on how you want to structure it.

Question:
Then you just have to meet the match requirements for what you do in a year then?

Greg Link:
Yes.

 Question:
I'm wondering if the information tables in the context of the grant can be single spaced and if endnotes count in the page count?

Greg Link:
Yes, that would count in your project narrative. You might want to include them as an attachment or an appendix if you're going to do tables and then reference them.

Question:
Can those (tables) be single spaced?
Greg Link:
Yes as long as the font is readable and the tables have clearly defined lines and rows and columns.

Question:
Do the endnotes count in the page count?

Greg Link:
I would say yes they do.
Question:
Within the grant budget, can there be a contingency line? For example, if there's an unexpected expenditure in an area that would be permitted within the context of the grant but not defined within the budget.

Greg Link:
I would avoid that if you can. If during the course of the project, if you need to make adjustments to or modify the budget in any way, that’s something we can work on individually.  Make your budget as specific as  it can be upfront.

Question:
In terms of our state procurement process, it's usually three to six months for a subcontractor. So do we allocate that time within the grant?
Greg Link:
Yes. For example, in your work plan, include that you want to hire a contractor to build out a respite database or modify your I & R database. However, that procurement process takes six months or so. Include that in your work plan and plan accordingly for that.
 Question:
I'd like to find out about respite MOUs from other states. How can we get copies?
Greg Link:
If you go to the AOA Web site (www.aoa.gov) and the program section that talks about the different programs, the Lifespan Respite Care webpage has links to each of the 24 states. Those links will describe the state's project.  At the bottom of that description is the contact person in that state for that grant. You could email or call a couple of them and have them email you copies of their MOUs.

Another resource for MOUs would be the ARCH National Respite Network and Resource Center. If you go to www.archrespite.org, their Web site resources section may have some examples of MOUs that you can pull down and look at. 
(Nancy Moser):
Okay I can almost hear you it looks like. Okay I'm not sitting with my materials, Greg, right now but I'm in another location. But I think that there's reference to community-based organizations and governance.

Question:
Is that true is there a reference to community-based organizations governance for respite coalitions? What I'm wondering about to what level we need to be able to document that we have governance by stakeholders of a community-based coalition?
Greg Link:
Some states have very defined respite coalitions or organizations. Others have statewide organizations that address respite and do so on a statewide basis. I think the extent to which you can document meetings and a structure, roles, and responsibilities and whether there is a public or private nonprofit entity with whom you could develop an MOU.

Question:
I'm wondering about the MOUs and having work done by another agency. If we wanted to have our state respite coalition do a lot of the work. Is that allowable? 
Greg Link:
That could be allowable. What I would suggest though is that in the MOU that perhaps that that's spelled out.

Question:
Under our procurement code, money cannot be attached to MOUs only to contracts or purchase orders. Does it have to be an MOU?

Greg Link:
We must have an MOU in the application. Later on if your state was to be successful, you could do a contract. We've had a number of states do that.

Question:
Since it's not supposed to be a pass-through grant but the amount of the award is fairly small, is it allowable to pass the majority of funding through to the respite coalition working with the state agency?

Greg Link:
As long as the state agency maintains control of the project then you could do a contract that outlines specific activities for the coalition.

Question:
Where would the project director have to be employed?

Greg Link:
I would recommend the project director of record be at the state agency.
Question:
I just want to verify the match.  It is a three year project but it's one 25% match on the amount. I know there have been other projects where each year there's an increase on the match. So this is just one 25% match?

Greg Link:
Correct. I think you're probably referring to the Alzheimer's Disease and Supportive Services program that has escalating match and that is not the case here.
Question:
In terms of the partnership or the state agency responsibility, there can be significant responsibility held by the state lifespan coalition.

Greg Link:
Yes.  However, it has to be very clear that the state agency is the lead agency in the project.
Question:
Can there be another independent nonprofit 501c3 that does a good portion of the work as part of the project?

Greg Link:
Yes, that's fine. The respite coalition needs to have a meaningful role in the project. But you could certainly have other entities involved in the work of developing the program and administering the project.

Greg Link:
Okay. Thank you. I want to thank you all for being on the call today and for your interest in Lifespan Respite Care program. Remember letters of intent by April 25 and good luck to everyone. Thank you so much. Bye-bye.

Coordinator:
Thank you for joining today's conference. You may disconnect at this time.
END
Questions Received Post-Teleconference:

Via Email on 4/19/2011:

Question:
Currently our state does not have a Respite Coalition and respite care services are fragmented at best.  Can we utilize funds to establish a Coalition, develop a statewide needs assessment and expand linkages to services once needs are identified?

Answer:
The MOU between the coalition and the Eligible Agency (grantee) is a requirement for the application to be complete and move forward for review.  Therefore it does not appear that your state should apply as that critical element (the MOU) must be in place.
