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· Thank you Lynn

· I want to thank n4a and the National Council on Aging for joining the Administration on Aging in putting on this workshop.
· Thank all of you for coming a day early to attend this special session.  We have put together a really exciting group of speakers, and we hope that you will come away from this session all fired up with new, innovative ideas on ways to work with volunteers.
· This is a very exciting time to be a volunteer and to be discussing volunteerism for its importance is being acknowledged at the highest level in the land – at the White House.   – where President Obama asks each of us to “make volunteerism and community service a part of daily life and the life of the nation." 
· Service is the centerpiece of this year’s All-Star Major League Baseball events.  At the 2009 MLB All-Star Game the other night, Presidents Obama, Bush (2), Clinton and Carter praised the “everyday heroes among us” and recognized outstanding volunteers - “ordinary people who can make an extraordinary impact.  

·  President Obama urged everyone to go to the newly launched Serve.gov website to find or create volunteer opportunities.
· “United We Serve” is a call to all Americans to identify needs in their communities, engage in meaningful service to create change – and stay engaged with those projects. 
· United We Serve focuses on four key areas where everyone can have a continuing impact in their community: education, health, energy and the environment and community renewal.  
· First Lady Michelle Obama recently embarked on a series of summertime United We Serve activities encouraging all Americans to step up to this important challenge as well.
· We must also applaud Congress which in record time sent the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act to the President for signature.  The Act reauthorizes and expands national service programs administered by the Corporation for National and Community Service.  Our keynote speaker, Shirley Sagawa, will tell us more about this new law. 

· AoA is pleased to already be partnering with the Corporation to incorporate Vista volunteers into AoA’s multigenerational and civic engagement initiative run by the National Council on Aging.   You will hear more about this partnership later in the program.  

· We also look forward to continuing to work with the Corporation on ways the  Aging Network might be more involved  in the implementation of this new legislation. 

· Volunteers have always been the backbone of the Older American Act programs.   Each year about ten million older people use Older Americans Act services, whose delivery largely depends upon the efforts of half a million volunteers. 
· Hopefully, with your help, the 2011 reauthorized Older Americans Act will contain language which continues to build on the civic engagement language in the 2006 reauthorization. 

In the meantime, AoA will continue to support efforts that  encourage older Americans to continue to make significant contributions which are especially important now as we work together to meet the challenges currently facing our country.
· I’d like to end with a favorite quote that applies to so many


people here today 

“There is no better exercise for your heart, 
Than reaching down and helping to lift someone up.”

· Now I would like to introduce our keynote speaker, Shirley Sagawa.  
