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Project Abstract:
Building upon strong support from West Virginia’s Governor and Legislature to expand existing and create new senior programs, the Bureau of Senior Services (BoSS) proposes to partner with the Upper Potomac Area Agency on Aging (AAA) and its new, state-funded Aging & Disability Resource Center (ADRC) to provide self-directed funds in the Family Alzheimer’s In-Home Respite (FAIR) Program.  BoSS will also collaborate with 15 predominantly rural county aging providers, the Alzheimer’s Association, the state’s Medicaid agency, and a fiscal intermediary to meet the program’s goal of providing self-directed funds to 50 caregivers and to divert 50 care receivers from nursing home placement and Medicaid spend-down.

Objectives of this pilot are fourfold: to design, implement, and evaluate FAIR Plus, and to strengthen current state long-term care rebalancing efforts, by introducing a new diversion program, recommending systems change, educating policymakers, and empowering the ADRC to become fully functional.  Outcomes of the program are the improvement of the quality of life for the client (caregiver) through supports, services, and goods; lengthening the time in the home and community for the care receiver; and recognizing the single point of entry role of the ADRC in the state’s long-term care system.  Products from FAIR Plus will include targeting, assessment, and quality tools; policies and procedures manual; articles for publication; required reports; and marketing materials, including a brochure.  West Virginians are historically self-reliant. FAIR Plus is an innovative, easily replicable, client-centered program that allows caregivers to retain that self-reliance by giving them the knowledge and flexibility to make responsible informed choices for themselves and their loved ones.
