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Project Abstract:
The New Hampshire Bureau of Elderly and Adult Services (BEAS), in partnership with the Institute on Disability at UNH (IOD), proposes to expand its current nursing home diversion project piloted in two areas in New Hampshire, focusing on a consumer-directed model in supporting informal caregivers caring for older adults at risk of placement in a nursing facility and ultimately spend-down to Medicaid. The project goal is to shift the locus of control from a primarily state-controlled, provider driven model and transform Federal Title III-E and State funded Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Disorders (ADRD) funds into flexible, consumer-directed service dollars managed locally at the ServiceLink Aging and Disability Resource Centers (ADRC’s) as begun in the pilot NHDM project to three additional ADRC’s.

Objectives: 1) expand the recently established infrastructure under NHDM to three additional ADRC’s; 2) expand the established Agency With Choice fiscal agent model to the proposed areas; 3) expand the devolution of the spending authority for Title III-E and ADRD funds; 4) expand evidenced-based caregiver education and consumer directed training to the proposed areas; and 5) evaluate the efficacy of the program. 

Expected Outcomes: 1) participants’ abilities strengthened through evidenced-based training and support to prevent spend-down to Medicaid; 2) staff trained in person-centered approach in supporting family caregivers; 3) expanding the Agency with Choice fiscal agent coverage area; 4) streamlined funding structures; and (5) established single point of entry for family caregivers to access services. 

Anticipated products include: an evaluation; a final report; informational materials; participant and staff manuals; media briefs; and a replicable consumer-directed family caregiver support model. 

