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Project Abstract:

Goal: Support consumers’ long term care needs and preferences as well as nursing home diversion and Medicaid spend-down prevention through developing rapid response, seamless, consumer directed service delivery in three Area Agencies on Aging (AAAs).
Objectives: (1) implementation of targeting and screening standards and protocols; (2) set aside Federal and State monies to support consumer directed approaches to targeted populations; (3) develop protocols, training, and quality assurance strategies to ensure effective and seamless delivery of consumer directed approaches; and (4) develop policies  and an implementation package to facilitate greater use of consumer directed approaches.
Overall Approach: Through three AAAs representing a range of urban, suburban, and rural communities, over 100 persons (approximately 12% of eligible population in the 3 counties) at-risk for nursing home placement and Medicaid spend-down will be screened by NYConnects, linked to AAA care coordinators, offered a choice of consumer directed or traditional services (such as - personal care, adult day care, home delivered meals and nutrition counseling, caregiver support including training, evidence-based health promotion, transportation, housekeeping, and chore services).  Federal grant, Titles III-B, III-C-2 and Title III-E and state-funded EISEP/CSE/SNAP funds will be set aside to support rapid and seamless service delivery.  Fiscal intermediaries and continuous quality improvement procedures will ensure effective and satisfactory delivery. 
Measurable Outcomes: 1) diversion of persons at-risk for nursing home placement and for Medicaid spend-down; 2) realignment of funding; 3) quality delivery; and
4) replication/sustainability.  
Products: Final report including evaluation results; policy implementation; and dissemination of toolkit for all AAAs in New York.

